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APPENDIX A

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY ROUTE SIGNS (NATO) AND ROAD
SIGNS

The international military route sign system can
be used with any existing civil system to meet
military requirements in areas where North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) military for-
ces are operating.

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY ROUTE
SIGNS (NATO)

Standard military signs include hazard (warning)
signs, regulatory signs, and guide signs (Figures A-1
through A-6).

Hazard Signs

These signs indicate traffic hazards, such as road
junctions and dangerous curves. They are normally
used only in areas under military authority. Hazard
signs are square and placed with one corner point-
ing downward. A purely military sign not included
in the host-nation’s system will have a yellow back-
ground with the legend or symbol in black. In the
case of a sign included in the Geneva Convention or
host nation’s system, the appropriate sign is shown
on the same yellow background.

Regulatory Signs

Regulatory signs are used to regulate and control
traffic. They are square and have a black back-
ground on which the legend is shown in white with
the following exceptions which are in different
colors: bridge classification signs, stop signs, no
entry signs, and signs erected by the military for the
control of civilians under specified circumstances.

Guide Signs

Guide signs are used to indicate locations, distan-
ces, directions, routes, and similar information.
Guide signs for routes are rectangular with the long
axis vertical. The appropriate legend or symbol and
route number are shown in white on a black back-
ground. Guide signs for casualty evacuation routes
are either rectangular or shaped like a cross with
red symbols on a white background.

Directional discs are used with other guide signs to
indicate the direction of a route or with any major
unit or formation sign to indicate the route to that
unit. The disc is less than 16 inches in diameter and
bears a black arrow on a white background. Eight
equally spaced holes around the rim allow the disc
to be nailed with the arrow pointing in any desired
direction.
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